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[VOX CIVITATIS,. 


LON DON S Complaint 
| againſt. her Children 1n the 
COVNTREY, 


$ infirmitie, 
Shewing to them her poverrtie, 
et deſolate miſery, 
vakindnelle, 
Vpbraiding them witha vncharirablenele, 
diſtruſttulnetle,* 
; Comfort in God. 
Informing chem of her Counſcllto them, 
; | God, 
Chiding the Coun- —_—_— oy and his hand, 
trey for their ., —_ 
” Hard-heartednelle ind as a. 
urying, 


Taken from her owne mouth, and written 
by Beniamin Sperſer, Maſter in Arts. 
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| Hane pittie pon we, haue pittis ypon mee oh yee my friends, for the 
hand of God hath touched mce. 


OVLONDONT 
Printed by I. D, for Nichulas Pune, 


i 62 50 £? 


D_—_— ——— 


Wy 


_ 
n= 0 
REVEREND, AND 


| WORSHIPFILL, 


Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and Phyfitians, 


—_—_ with mc;And to all other my - 
Chriſtian children, who hane ont 
of a good Conſcience Raycd with 
me 1n this time of my grievous 
affiiftion, aiminifiring to me 
wholeſome Cordialls, or 


comfortable words, or 
charitable workes ; 


G reeting. 


— 


= LS J Prother # borne - 


a | friendſbip indeede ns 
Ml.irred in miſery: G od 
ZN Y bach cryed you, and [ 


bane found you ſuch as I may truſt. 
A2 There- 


q Vox Criviranis, 


E that hath many cne- 
mics belcagering him, 
| nay doubt, which to ſee 
vpon firſt with moſt ſafe- 
tie to himſelfe, And as 
_—_— are diftrated 
| with the many infirmi- 
211 tics ofan old patched vp 
Patient, (which diſeaſe in 
him to take away firft, that the other make not head 
againſt his life) ſo Inow poore, diſtreſſed, reiefted, 
diſcaſed Londoy, once the Phenix, now the Cwle; 
once the Paragon of beautie, now a Patterne of defore 
mitie;lately the crowne and pride of great Brit/aipe, 
now a skar-crow and ſcorne; know not which way 
ro tyrne me firſt, My God 1s angred, my houſhold 
plagu'd, my hopefull children diſperſed. Which 
laſt grieves me norcaft, that I ſhould nouriſh chil- 
dren, who ſhould in time of nced fo forſake mee. 
I have (olliciced God in ſupplication, I hauc com- 
forted my family with my beſt adjutation ; bur my 
forrowes increaſe, and my friends decreaſe, which 
makes me ſend out ( inthe birrerneflc of my ſaule ) 
this exclamation againſt chem, this declaracion to 
them, | 
Ah 


Vox. Civitatis, 
* Ab wal aid S:Clry/oſtaine ; Good vfiin ufher 
humir, hit. s Borplnibast Amor - T hetoele ar 
is ikequiceiatrees, which bumorlcldome revitires 
the roote being once {ent forth, but ſhoots forward 
into ſprigs, Icaucs, or fruit : : ſo childrens joue (el- 
dotne reflo&s onthe Parenitsgbor bounderh forWard 
to ſoine other obje. And ſo deale you (my chil- 
dren) with me,whoſe vngratefulneſle I much pirrie, 
though ic may be you regard it not, But — 
I :muſt-diſcharge my Conſciente in_relating/your 
faulrs, that ſo (if in'your abſe ace oe of 64] wad 
ſonnes prey on your goods) you may-hot blame me 
for not informing you's norwhrr you retprne (if 
you taſt of correion) youltaay | nortake: haigovſly 
my reforming you. And leaſt nnd 4 ſpeake 
wichour cauſe, 
infirmitic. 
conſider my+ povertic. 
{mallcompany.c. ;- if | 
And that you are not guiltleſſe, neitherof. theſe 
miſeries, nor vndeſerving my expoſtulariows; Tpriy 
vnkindneſſe to God, and me: 
conſider youre vncharitableneſſe rotheneedie, -" 
diftrultfulnes in Gods providence. 
And yet that I am not comforcleſſe,: marke my 
confidence ; nor loueleſſe ro you, obſerye uy coun- 
reeJaimes/” wy 
{cl}, inthat I with you codropete, I SSUTTS 
beletyve, 
Andlaftly, Commend me(T can ſcareeſay kindly) 
to thoſe vntaught Countrey-creatures, whommnei- 
ther ſeare of God, rbr knowledge of i= Word, 
Avor 
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Vox Civitatts. 
nor example of my civill government, nor kinde 
entertainement, nor leaſiog, nor lending, nor tra- 
ding, nor my large contributing to their Briefes,can 
winneto the kinde well-comming of my Children 
diſperſed through their infirmitie, nor to the bury- 
ing of them without inhumanitie. And let thoſe 


wniu# Inſtices and Surly Sirs know my diſpleaſure, 


who care notthough I tarue for want of foode, 
who keepe backethe people as much as in them ly- 
eth from bringing ſuſtenance hither, for feare the 
Plague ſhovld come thither zz a paire of Paniers. But 
their fault I will put laſt, asthe lcaft in compariſon 
of yours, who fright them with your amazedneſle. 
But you ſhould haue had more hope in God, more 
truſt in his Word, more love to mee, morereſpe&tto 
your ſelyes, then thus to expoſe your bodies dead, 
or alive ( inthiscaſe ) ro the rude curtelic ofthe 
tenorantly fearefull (I had almoſt ſaid) faithleſſe 
Countrey. 
Andall this comes to paſſe becauſe I am touch- 
cd with infirmitic, which what it is you ſhall know: 
. . - : F natural). 
my infirmitie BJ ſpiritual]. 
My ſpiricuall infirmitie ts finne in generall, butin 
ſecuritic in proſperitie. 
particular9 vnſenſibleneſle of viſitation. 
| murmuring in wanr, abuling plcntie, 


Which you my Children have not beene behind- 
hand to augment, neither arc you gviltleſſe. Haue 
not you infeed my Aire with ſwearing, My Taverns 

B 


( which 


a 
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Vox Civitatis. 
( which Icre&ted to comfort the ſorrowfull) wh 
ſpewing vp your { urqueary ? My ſhops with cheating, 
my Charches with hypocrifie,my Suburbs with baudry? 
What ſinne am I tainted withall,of which you haue 
not the tinfture ? What painthaue I put on, ofthe 
which you haue not the Viſor? You have 97744 
my poore, yet haue eate my people like bread, you hage ſo'd 
them fer «ld ſhooes, you haue we by might, and 
B:inckruptiſne, you bane left debts vnpayd,you haue 0- 
pened a way for unconſcicuable men townaoe others by 
your departing, and left mee, laſt of all, to deſolatiom, as 
if you were none of thoſe, who hadaugmented my. 
ſinne, and therefore need norparteke of my puhnith- 
ment. Theſe miſchiefes you havelctebehirid you;- 
though your bodics are abſent, arid Tele the [rate . 
of yours, and mince owne folly. 4 
There are ſome of yov, whoare abſent, whole 
nakedneſlc ( with Con#artine) I had rather cover 
with my cloake, then diſcover. Bur [ ſee ſome wil- 
fully let goe thepleough, and never looke afterir ; I ſee 
Shepheards ſmitten with feare, ſheepe ſcattered, hearers 
fick!e, for want of due ordering, Church diſcipline re- 
zected, Sacraments negletted, the bread of life vilified, 
your ſe/ues in counſel and example deſpiſed. lam bene- 
fired by your prayers and paines, therefore will I 
ſpare reproofe, as not worthy to doe ir. Bur yet ob- 
ſerue (I pray you) (eſpecially the moſt of you that 
arc fizd) how yoor people grow difſolute, their na» 
rurcs inſo!Er,theircares itching,theirappettie gree- 
die, tncir beads diflratted, their hearts vnſertlcd. I 
accuſe nv Fatncr of the Church, for they have no 
particular 


Vox Civiats. 
particular place of reſidency, the care of all the 
Churches lyes on them, and they deputcd you o- - 
ver particular Congregations for your owne good 
andthe peoples alſo, thatthe Church may wantno 
rendance. Yct Ifay not, that you hauc beene the 
fountaine of all chis. For you my lay Children { for 
the moſt part ) cannot complaine for want of teach. 
ing, ſince you have followed (o little, and playd the 
wantons with your bread. For are not the Iudges 
corrupt, turning Indgement into worme-wood ? Your 
Iuryes vniuſt, inclining to the ſtronzeſt ſide becauſe they 
ſhall bee well payd ? Officers cruell, aud hard-hearted : 
P hy fitians and Chyrurgians,ayming more at Coyne then 
Cure : Lawyers ſpeakino not according to the truth, but 
the greatneſſe of the fee : Church officers full of partzalt- 
tie, and Contvency, reſoluing (as it may leeme ) to bee 

for{[worne before they vndertake the of jice ? I will not 
ſay that ſome get by their offices, relying on the 
power of their place for want of ſtrict examining 
theiraccount. If any be ſo honeſt to complaine of 
offenders, Court-Cobwebs cannot hold the great flyes, 
their luagage is ſo heavie but ſome of ficers like a Spider 

can draw inthe little fly tothe Center. And though a 
man haue never ſo much diligence, ſome Vnder- 

Officers (for a wager ) can fruſtrate all with their 

private /7du/zence, No wonder if my yonger Chil- 

dren bee bad when my elder be 2 bctcer; for to 
their example, Totes coponitur orbis :and yet lome 
of theſc are gone, as it they were neverthe men, = 
Andif their ſinnes would ſpurre away as faſt as 
they, I ſhould complaine of no other infirmirie. 
But Qutcguid delirnnt i5ti pleituntur Achivi, what- 
B 2 loever 


Theſfecond 
kinde of infir. 
mity or mala- 


dy. 


Vox Civitats. 
ſoever you have donel finde the ſcourge ofir, and 
with my poore Inhabitants may ſay with Dav/din 
the perſon of my Saviour; The rebukes of thoſe that 
offended thee, fall upon me. Yer Texcuſe not my ſelfe, 
nor my reſidents as Innocent, but would nor have 
my ſelte onely cenſured, becauie I bearethe puniſh- 
ment. I know that I have {inned 72 my hard-hearted- 
neſſe, in nt mournins for my late Soveraigne, whole 
Subicts now follow him in death. I often deſired 
Warre, when God cryed Peace, or ſickneſle to conſume 
my multitudes, and ſtrength : and now am weake- 
ned. Oh turne to me againe thou Zord of Hos, ſhew 
vs the lizht of thy Countenance, and wee ſhail be who/e. 
Iknow alſo that I haue the poore with mee, a rude 
people, whom I cannot rule, whoſe nececſhitie hach 

hardened them, and their deic&ion driven them to 
Commit finne withgreedines. And as Cookes frame 
all chings tothe palate, and omic things profitable ; 

{o doe they ( ſaith Phzlo ) omit good, and turne all 

things to their preſent pleaſure. ButT hauea gene- 

ration heerc likewiſe, who »1ake c:2ſcience of inning, 
whoſe tearcs are daily poured forth, and prayers 

ſent oor, and cjaculations ſhot vp for my reſtoring, 

who ( T doc hope) ſhall be heard in that they pray 

for, and ſhall be cured, and they ſhall be bleſſed. 

In the meane time my ſorrowes are multiplied 
not more by lickneſſethen by ſcandalls of weake 
Phantaſics, and by the comfartleſle deſertion, and 
decethon of my Children. My ſcourge inflited on 
me is the P/azue : A diſcaſe fearefullenough, yer not 
halfe (o /earefull as my ſinnes, through which I have 


run boldly enough, and in which the Countrey 
people 


Vox Civitatis. 


people hath'taken part with mee. A diſeafg, which 
David choſe before Famine or the Sword, Let wee 
fall ;nto the hand of God and notof man. A diſeale, 
which is ſome ſigne of Gods favour : Fot hee hath 
not ſuffered F.imize toblaft our fields with her barren 
breath, neither hath he ſayd, Sword cut through this 
Land : bur like a Father he hath taken vs in hand 
himſelfe ; as Dav7d cals it,the Chaſtiſement of his owne. 
hand : Let mee fall into the hand of God, A diſeaſe,that 
was the Zaſt blow, that God rooke ate£zypr, and the 
common {courge of Iſracl, and vſually ſet on by an 
Angell, whoſe firoke mooned the mud of mans na- 
ture to his owne ruine, which elſe lycth ftill and ſer- 
led, and dcſtroyes man ſome other way intime., I 
confeſle, that I haue heard related, that ſome of my 
ſitter Cicties haue beene infeRed by ſtrange acci- 
dents: but G:zd4 # my Matter, and not Fortune my 
Miſtris, ſame ſay the infetion happenerh by con- 
ſtellations,omnious aſpeRs, evill conjunAtons, vn- 
ſeaſonable weathers, but theſe muſt extend them- 
ſclucs then beyond a Citrie, and her Suburbs ;be- 
cauſe in theſe occurents the Aire is tainted, and 
then not kept within the compaſle of one Ciries He- 
miſpheare. 

Some haue beene ( they ſay) infeted by meere 
ſtinkes : they are noyſome indeede, bur haue no 
more relation co kill this way by a Plague, then by 
other wayes and diſcaſes, which they may breed and 
bring to paſſe. Bad Fumes are diſcommodities that 
Tam much troubled withall by reaſon of my noy- 
ſome Children ..and idle Servants,but yer my breath 
is not ſo obnoxious as is reported : for if it were, five 
B 3 would 
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ox Civitatis, 


| woulddictoonethar doth dic,it being the common 


breath,Dy which all wich me doth live; and being 
thatthere is rwo weake bodies for oneſtrong(conn- 
ting women and children.) And befide,ifmy breath 
were infetious,then would rhoſe creatures, whoſe 
nature haue affinitie with man ( as Swine, Cockes, 
and Hennes) receive ſuch infeions in the ſtreets,as 
would forth-with ſlay them, though they were nor 


kept vp in Plagued houſes. Therefore doe not ſcan- 


dall me, and adde aflition tothe aflitedy but con- 
ſider. God & my rocke, and his Word i my pillar, and the 
ground of truth. know that God may vie outward 
meanes to infe@, and ſuffocare. But leaſt we ſhould 
leane too much to Nature, hedoth not(in Scripture) 
reveale this diſeaſe ſo executed : but either he doth 
expreſſe it done by an Angell,or cl{e doth ſilence the 
execution thereof in a mute anger. Jeb was ſmitten 
with ſcabs,yer the Seripture attribureth irto the de- 
vill; and why ſhould we thinke but that in adiſeale 
ſo mortall,ſo quicke diſpatching asthis ; bur that he 
vicd his good Angell,incenſed with his Maiſters dil- 
pleaſure, or elſe ſent Sathan to buffet vs for our pre- 
ſumptions, 

Our Church acknowlcdgeth the Plague to be 
Gods arrow, and Hippocrates calleth it Yennaroy xgxov. 
And therefore for Gods cavuſe,leaſt you detraQt from 
his honour, lay it notvpon me. I know that thoſe 
houſes, whercin God hath ſmitten one ( for want of 
care and meanes) may and doe taint others,but what 
is thisto my breath, or that men ſhould thinke ther- 
fore that I amtorally infe&ed. Or if one goe abroad 
out of ſuch a houſe into a Congregation, and there 
(becauſe 


> 
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Vox Civitatis. 
(becauſe they hane not beene ayred firft)taintano- 
ther(as we ſurmilſe) : or ſometimes one being afraid 
of another, their heart faint, and their bloud turnes, 
and they dye of the P/agxe, their paſhons (though 
not ſtrucken) helping'to worke the humors of their 
body to aſore ; is this ſufficient to forget the opera- 
tion of God inthis P/xge,or condemne me,or leaue 
me vtterly deſolate ? God hath ſaid, rhat he will ſend 
evill Angels among vs,yet thee can but vexe them to 
whom their licence exrenJ'yer I make no doubr, 


but God makes the Pcftilence ordinarily ro cleaue 


to a man by infe&io, but this doth not hold alwayes 
that he doth ſo, and when it doth take one by infec- 
tion, it is not alwayes- mortall.' 

And this is the ihfirmicie,with which I am at this 
time aff:Red. And thar I draw yoo not intoerrour, 
take the judgemenr of orher Ancients, and let none 
thinke by an obſcure evalion, to make me the more 
to be ſhanned in neceſſary neighbously comfort,by 
ſaying the Plague in Scripture, and ours were nor all 
one;becauſe theifs were ſuddaine;ours arslingring, 
For God made thoſe ſharpe that wee which 'were-to 
live vnderthe times of fercy, wieht be warned by his 

ſeveritie tothem. And if he had ſuffered them to haue 
lived vndet the ſtroake but ſolong as Hezekiah did, 
ir would have broken our of them as it did on him 
and vs at this day. God is-more mercifull co vs then, 
who by ſpace betweene his ſtroakescallethtorepen- 
tance, Bur ler notvs abuſe this mercy, and cry out: 
raſhly, and childiſhly ( before God toucheth vs)rhar 
all Zendoxis infetcd, Indeed lying and breathing 
vnder Gods ftroake, oftcotimes infects others; hath 
not 


x Cor,1o. 11: 


Vox Civitatis.. 
not God therefore given you learned Phyſitians to 
our brethren,to help you with Preſervatines againſt 
the infeAion, though they cannot recover the fiſh 
that is firucken 2 And if we vic theſe good meanes, 
hath not God given vs his word, which declares his 
power,in reftraining not onely the infetion,burthe 
violence of his Devouring Angell alſo,as our late King 
James of bleſſed memory ealled it in his Parliament Oratt- 
onthe laſt Plague time. And have not our Magiſtrates 
moſt worthily and carefully provided to ſhurthem 
vp, or diſpoſe of them elſe-where, who haue beene 
ſtrucken. Which courſe might doe ſome good, but 
that we lackeÞperſons and purſes to keepe in, and 
keepe the ſicke when they are within. All theſe 
things being obſerved, I need not be left like 9b on 4 
danghill, nor my infirmitie be ſo much ſhunned, that 
_ my Children ſhould be ſo many myles ſeve- 
red.: az: 04,70 Ht. | 
The Venereall Pox is ten times a baſer diſcaſeand 
moreabſolutely infe&ious, yet my ſonnes ( I ſhame 
ro ownethem) that hauc it, are called good-fellowes. 
Men willnot Rand vpon it todrinke cither Wine or 
Tobacco withthem, who are more fir ( not for the 
Peſthouſe) but the Piſtrinum, the Bridewell, The Chy- 
77 giovs never ſhunne to curetheſe, bur becauſe the 
hand of God is ypon me, &aleſle infetious dilcale, 
though more pernitious; Iam ſhunned of ſome P4- 
ftorsand people, Phyſitiansand Chyrurgions, as if they 
tayed,chey ſhould be all dead men ; whereas this diſs 
eaſe is aculling and a picking outof men, to ſet for- 
ward (as in a Muſter) which cauſeth itto take at the 
beginning one here, and another halfe a myle off, 
a then 
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"Vox Civitatis. 
then leape thirheragaine, where'it was firft, and take 
chetnaway,which arfirftirleft, (as che weekelyBulls: 
reſtifie) neither can it be proved, that all cheſe haue 


| byany c6traQing or conventing ever met together, 


eſpecially ſince houſes were ſhut vp. So that (as Fer- 
pelizs (aith ) this diſeaſe hath an hidden beginning, 
and why not an hidden proceffion ? Bur onely thar 
in continnance, ſome accidents doe befall, vpon 


which our reaſon hath more ground to traverſe and 


£4q4 « - 


breedea ſcandall,oran offence:Ifit were meerly na- 
curall, men mightlike 'naturall'men fliefrom ic.” But 
as it is ſecretly hidden from the Heathen ( as Galen 
and Hippocrates )who grant the beginning thercofto 
be very ſecret :{o the Scriptures declare vato vs tha 
hidden beginning, thar ſo we mightknow, vnder 
what covert to hide vs, The 91. ?/«/metcls vs in verſe 
the 1. 4. Of the ſhadow and the wings of the Almig htie. 
Therfore the Septuagint tranſlates that P/a/me where 
wolfind the wort Peſtilence,by the word (alyo;) which 
ſignifies « w9r4;Orels they call it(zpayua)arbing ar- 
guing,the ſtrahgenaturetherof. Thef® learncd 7ewes 
wenttothe cavſe of the Plague, Tam notignorant, 
ao that 


Vox Civitatis. 


that the Heathen learned Phylitian Galen called. ir 
(a0z4udg )becaule of hisdeftroying nature,and mortall 
diſpolition, & Hippocrates called it(tz:$4win) becauſe 
of his ſpreading nature. Theſe men went no farther 
then the eff:&, which was viſible, but the inviſible 
operatorand operation was hidden from them, and 
therein they did but gueſſe. The Scriptures call vs 
tro an outward admiration. of this wonderfull worke, 
andan inward adoration of God, who is the enlarger 
and reſtrainer hereof: who makes ſuch ſweer promi- 
ſes in the 9 1.P?/alme concerning deliverance from 1t; 
as, Thow halt goe on the Aſpe, ay the Dragon, \Vhich 
Moller us on thar Pſalme laith, ſignifies the Peſtilewcr, 
and vſed by rhe P/almiſt, Vt vievenerk ſugnificantivs. 
exprimeret:yernor the force of ittq infeA,butcq kill; 
for the ſting of the, 4/pe payſons, bur thoſe whom ir. 
ſtrikes, it imparts nor the ſame foxce to another not - 
contacta, no not by touching, of, the bady ſo ſtung. 
Yet this my infirmitie doth : yet. alwayes not abſo- 
lately co death, nor doth italwayesinfeR to (icknes. 
(Deomnvente) for we ſee that your Searchers, Keepers, 
Sextons, Bearers, are the (eldomeſt taken with it. 
Therefore the beginning of this my infirmitie be- 
ing inviſible, the proceſſion dovbefyll, the deſiroy- 
* Ingſeletive, ( as it were Morbus rationeljs, a dilcale, 
thatdid cull out of diſcourſe or reaſon men appoin- 
red todie, and nor alwaycs infe& the next «dzacent 
places) : my learned and reverent ſognes of former 
times in my aflition divinely hanecalled for Meta». 
phylica!l perfumes. So did Mr Fenzow in his ſpiritu- 
a!l Perfume, as if Kicchin fire did as moch good co 
purge away thisdilcaſe, as our pots of Franken _ 
or 


— 


Vox Cirvnatis. 3 
dothin my Airects,when the wind blows it all to one 


end. And that we might hauerecourſe to God aboue 
(though not withouroptward meanes) anorherof 


my well reputed Sonnes counts no Phantefie, that Mr" Helland 


print (asit were ) of a blow on ſome, © —_— 
The ſoares we may know from whence they are; ** 
the rokens ordinarily we may diſcerne, but from 
whence is this? This ſcemes to be (23) or Flags, 
a blew indeed ſo termed Zevel. 16: 9. All the, 5.8 
but ſhew vs, whom firſt and mainly to beleext pon, 
che God of ſpirits,who can call backe bis Serieants foleer 
withdraw his rides and 4 forgine our debt, and {forbe 
Our lines (ill ſome other tim 
_ Yer] feare me all thi will not drige' 6) y ſmell hilt 
of egy e. If flinkes Jon It, doe you 2 ke the 
ſtinkes will becverthelefſe when (> many! thoofatid 
are deadzNo, And yet you will cortie thxowne.then, 
and when here is:the more Rite, here willbe the 
more flinke.” 
But why did nor my tinkes kill you befo ore BO? be Obies, 
Becauſe (ſay you,) God | gaue northe Wo " 
Why doth orchenths mol ſtinking places 2srhs — 
ſhambleg)infeR firft,now God hath givert the 
Bean God will not bane it {o,you wilt fay;True, a 
wm che ſame reaſon you ped be ſaved heere, and die 
there, or heere when you ng backe, becauſe God 
will hape icſp; . _, 
; Bot you wi ay, of i it come tiot onely' by fvth Obieht. 
eames ,why dappeng it vpon the Citierarherched' 
untre 
Becauſe Godin isey ctiberall of favours toward great Ano 
Gangregations,h ies. arc more plentiful, _ 
viſible, 


Vox Ct [Vitath. 
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vilible, and men-are. more ſenſible of them.. And 
therefore you ſhall finde tlie Apoſtles (for the moſt 
art) dedicaripg their Bp iſles to Cirties ; and the 
8 Phors likewiſe ben int their 'Propheſics thereto. 
Now ES! bm he is By Nenaifit tin cheſe, he crrkard of 


4 ' his yt .So't 1 gs rio edna he better fed, 
smo equal), 


- ee cath.” 

Fol y,Iris nl 0 Wh torn for lie TORE 
mple, HE Pagi,and the Villages round about 

FA xpy, tremble, and thar the Pagani thereof mighr 


ve off ovtver ation, and land inawe 
jp IE ye ey doe pn Prin 
ps > thar 'T ok od they may hauc (as 
)zhe , s. Fo ſnake 'menor ; I'dornor 
here ive ca : _ 
We; oy the laſt tin IL Jeeb' win , had not 
EP Youtow! »?When we had the Seritchowle,tradnor you 
"op; 178 ven? When we had the Peftilence,had not 


BR. on nie Phew allo ? Youhad; 4 ;and To, did taſte of 


13G? 


Therefgce.c Sndeathr Hin eee hd 
b&. calls 00d} Or icines but 3bdue aſl medicines rake 
Fath, Hope, and a goed {Conſcicact,Youtthall find _w 
(my deare _ 6k miore force cheh the grexeeſ Fe 


cd 1 berthe eromis "God 1h that 
wor Ce ns os L415, 16,20) it pectousfer ic 
" be thy Buckles, as it be 1h the un erfe Meri 6 


PL that, P/alme faith, Ess p38! TD Deamrecumbes 
rent tnlogfers - petic ſev OLE adorn. eo ry 
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Vox \ Civitatis. 
God ſhall þe free..So M* Capper on the ſame P/alme. 


And S* Chry/oſtawe an the ſame ?/alme ſairh, Securmus 


habitat injerra, &+ prolixam vitam inveniat, He ſhall 
dwell ſecare, and find a long life, but z9tuw hoe fit per 
fſpemslaigh;he- True it is, for we ſee ſome ſcape fire 
2nd.{\word. with-boldneſle, others overcome their e- 
nemies with fortitude;4fid ſhall nor the Q ainte/ence 
of fortityde.the ſpirit of valour (which is contidence in 
God):dee much,more ? Doth not gualineſſe profit to all 
things, hoth1o this life and that which i tocome. 1Tit.g. 
$21fany one obieR,that godly mendie of it,it is true, 
doth Goddeceive their truſt in that ? No. He giveth 
them life, anda better life. For God will not be ftin- 
ted; to temporaries by his owne: children; andif he 
takes oneaway in this mind, I hope he doth him no 
wrong» Some wicked men you will ſay ſcape too. 
That 1s,becauſe God will be better then his word to 
all men, thatthe mouths ofall men may be ſtopped. 
He ;ſpares -evill men ſormcime, thax they may fulfill- 
their ſinne; he cakts away the good fromthe evill to 
come. And this is thy encouragement, that if he 
ſpares of bath. ſorts, why not thee, if thou ftayeſt in 
thy. place, and neceſſary calling ? But thou feareſtto 
dic,becauſe geither prepared in faith nor profeſſion, 
Therefore I conclude my diſcaſeto be ſore, as to be 
moſt infeious, yet God can reftraine it, and though 
he hath ſear out his ev#ll Angel, yer T will truſt inthe 
goed Angell of the Covengut,Doe you (0 likewiſe,that 


you ma be partaker. of my faith, not mine infirmi- | 


tic ; and cry, O Zord, thou haſt beene our refuge from 
one generation to another, You hane ſcene my infirmi- 
tie, the nature of it, the priocipall remedicagainſtit. 
a C3 Whar 
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1 Tim- 4. 8. 
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Vox Civitatis. 
Whartels is to be vſed in natural! cure againſt naturall 
infe&ion, [ leaue to your learned and grave brothers 
of Phyſicke.] hane preſcribed that, which never failed 
Probatum eſti. James 5. 17. IND 

But this is nor all my crouble, for myſorrowes are 
increaſed like my {innes: ſicknelſe hath conſumed 
my ſubſtance and I may ivftly ay with David, / an 


weake and po $I a Trading. 
My povertic lyeth in being vo ofdM i-th 
17 ptgt"" Q Viewall, 


Allwhich I am well-nie deſtitute of at thistime. 
This Iconfeſle to be iuftly infliged on me for my 
pride,with which I haue ſought to ont-face heaven. 
My tinckling feete,and my tiptoc pace, my horned 
Tyaraes, 2nd criſped curled lockes, ſhinne-pride, 
and ſhooc-pride, fullneſſe of bread hath mademe 
lift my heele againſt my Maker. 7 /aidin my proſperi- 
tie, 1 ſhould never be moved ; but theow O Loyd haſt tnv= 
ned thy face, and 1 am troubled. My children hane bin 
ſo full fed, that-they haue fallen out among them- 
ſelves, the meaneſt rhinking himſelfe as good as the 
Magiſtrate, and the mightie refuſing ro looke vpon 
the cauſe ofthe wearer. My Marchents have beene the 
Companions of Princes,but now ate gone, their place is 
ſcarce to be found. How hath my backe groancd 
with heavie burdens, and now 1/achar fands ſtill for 
want of worke.One waine may carry all T ſell in a day: 
I have had ſuch trading thatI conld ſcarce find time 
to ſcrne God, but now every day is an holy-day, be- 
canſe 1 hane —_ his Holy-day (even his bleſſed 
Sabbath) which hath beene dedicated to him,as a remens- 
brance of his glorioui reſurrettion. Bur T hate lyen dei 
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in finnes and treſpaſſcs. 7hwne given libe/tie to my 
ſervants to execute their wills in Sabbath-breaking, and 
deceiving : now God hath proclaimed libertie for 
them to the Peſtilence, to wandring, to idleneſſe. My ap- 
prentices haue :beenc the chldren of Knights and 
tiices of theCountrey, (which they acceptedat my 
bands joyfully ) bur now my Children arc caſt out 
by thoſe ſwaines like duxz, rated like beggars, ſerved 
like ſwine inhog ſiyes, buryed in the high way like male- 
fators. But whither doth my griefe tranſport.mee ? 
This the Countrey ſhall heare off hereafter. 

I haue opencd my Coffers to the Countries wants 
full: ofcen, and have ſome of their worſhzps in bonds 
/4/1, but, now I want it for my poore Children, ard 
they neither looke to diſcharge their debt, ner in_requi- 
tall of my kindneſſe will ſhew pittie tomy asſperſed and 
deſpiſed Childrem. | 

I haye had feafts admired at, whoſe very ſight 
hath cloy'd the appctite, and my very reaſoz hath 
turned Cooke to cocker the palate of my Wantons, I 
would thoſe. feaſtings had ſtocked my poore k:x- 
dredia my , Suburbes, and letthem to worke, that 
there might be no complaining in my ſtreets : with which 
ſacrifice God would be well pleaſed. The worſt ſervant 
is my houſe hath had bread enough, and row 1 tarue 

for hunger : tor many of my.Children cry for bread, & 

I feare me dic of the fomacte ſicknefſe, as well zs the 
ſpogted ſirkneſſe, if there were a Bill.could be gotren 
of all diſeaſes. Davids teares are my repaſt; his ſighs 
my repoſe. 14s meſſage ische newes moſtrife on my 
Exchange. One Countrey robs me of my 4/25, ano- 
ther of my Cammels;11 ſheepe are conſumed, my chz1- 


dren 
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dren are bruiſed,my [e:fe ſtrucken with boyles & ſoares; 
I ſee nothing but my nakedacſſe. Thoſegreat Gates, 
which were wont to be furniſhed with ſpangled 
ftar-like beauties, are now: the lodging for poore 
Children,or places for dung and draught. My Cham- 
ber and Trea/try, which was wont to be my refuge, 
can no more ſupply my wants,it hath been ſo ſiyept; 
Beſide, the ſtocke of my Corporations hath beene bro- 
ken to maintaine my wants, and yet my Children 
cry for bread: and their brethren that remaine are 
prefied with-their maintenance, and vrged almoſt 
beyond their abilitie to find them neceſlaries. 

This miſery makes me againe remember my fol- 
ly, who have, wiſhed for ſome meanes that might 
conſume ſomeof my Children, I being not ableto 
maintaine them. And God hath now ſayd Amznto 
my vngracious deſires; for he hath taken them away 
who might haue ſerved for my defence. And now I 
ſee, when God ſends mouths, He ſends meate alſo, 
for chough I haue buried ſo many thouſand, I haue- 
nothing morethen I had in wealth, ortrading;Nay, 
there are many who would be glad their houſes: 
were viſited; that they might be kept by the Pariſh, 
becauſe they hane nothing to care. Yer I have ſome 
wicked wretches, who haue learned of ſome Conx- 
trey farmers when they want, to grumble againſt God for 
ſomething, and when they haue Gods plentie to murmur 
arm: For their eye is evill becauſe Gods: is 


F When they haue Corne enough, they ſay it is 
worth nothing, and they can make no money ofit : 
but they can make themſclues Curſes with ic, for 
hording 
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hording it vp,when they ſhould make bread of it for 
the poore, Ifthey haue bread for their Babes, and 
food for their Hinds, and provilton for their Beaſts, 
anda reaſonable price forthe remainder; hane they 
nor ſufficient i Yes morethen they delerue, vnleſle 
the P/hory. Such as theſe hauc helped to hale a 
Curſe from God, and by their meanes it is Iam (o 
leane in lookes, ſo lankein purſe, ſo emprie in fto- 
macke, Butl hauc deſerved my (clfe more chen all 
cheſe puniſhments doubled, yer ſhall they ſcape who 
helpe tocncreaſe them ?No. That is my feare, that 
God hath nor yer done, and my griefe, that mine 
owne Children ſhould farther prouoke him, and 
helpeto-aggravate my ſorrowes. | 
Forl am not onely weake by (ickneſſe, poore, be- 
ing deſtitute of meanes; but forſaken, being deſo- 
late and forlorne of Company. Burt here lyes my 
Comfort. The poore ſhall not abwayes be forgotten; the pry, iq. 
expectation of the needie ſhall not periſh for ever. And 
alchough it may beasked in reſpeR of my Babyloniſh 
finnes, how is that golden Cittie ceaſed? Yer I have 
this hope in Gods mercy,thar the firſt borne of the poore T6. 14. 4. 20. 
ſhall feede, and the needie lye downe in ſafetie, For as 
Saint Au#ize hath ir, Pauper eft in anim Dei, non 
in ſacculo 3 the pooreis in Gods minde, not in his 
- purſe, ſo that his purſe may be ſcatrercd vpon the 
rich, but his mindcruns on the poore, 
Bur yet who would thinke Children ſhould be Defolac: mi. 
ſo vnkinde ro a Mother, who hath educaced them fery. 
5nthe knowledge of God, and in the cxpcrience of 
her boſome love, to let their Mother be forlorne of 
Company. My — chat I ſtand in ucede on 
ut 
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Miniſters, 

burwant ; are} Phy litians. 
Traders. | 

The one wonld helpe me being /ou/e-ſiche, the 0- 
ther bcing body-ſicke, the third being belly-ſicke. 

There are others, whom I finde mifling too, as my 

Lawyers, by whole Science 1t hath beene ſpoken of 

me as it was of the Citie Abell : They ſhall aske conn- 


ſell at Abell, and ſo. they ended the matter. Bur theſe 


my Sonnes of late time, . have: robbed me of char 
good report, and ir is ſaid now, 1f they aske counſel! at 
London, fo they may begin the matter, bur let it end 
when it will. Thele men] miſle, but I doe notwant 
them, except onely the 1dazſter Bees, | could ſpare 
che /ſwarme of them, eſpecially the waſþes, that doe 
little but //z7g, & ſucke honey. I doe not meane them, 
that doe 1s dicere, Or 11s dare, but thoſe that doe 1s 
eſſe, ſwallow the Law, but not 7s edere, bring little 
to light ; thoſe that fill e##minF#er Hall fo tull of 
Cobwebs, though ( as they ſay) it be built with 7- 
riſh woog,wher no Spiders will endure: It may beſo, 
for all the Spzders are below. T blame not theſe for ab- 
ſence, becauſe many ofthem be imployed by m; Roy- 
all Severaigne, and the Father of my Countrey. AndI 
know that their judicious Conſultations may bene- 
fir me whereſocverthey are, 
There be others whoſe company I miſſe, namely, 
thoſe that ſhould have an eye to their 474, thatir 
may be defended from miſery or diſorder this fick- 
neſſerime. Whole very houſekeeping might have re. 
lieved lome,refreſhed others :burt their countenance 
and good cxample iz faſtig and praying, would 


haue 
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haueencouraged all.  Butthey are gone and leftthe 
burthen vpon one Magiſtrate and 4 few Aſſiſtants, 
whole care can extend bur ro his owne abilirie, ex- 
cept his power can command them to ſtand ro their 
charge as he doth. Burthey ſir in the Countrey (e- 
; cure, and thanke God they are there. Indeed if they 
had ſtayed here, pitying my diſtreſſe, ayding me in 
weakneſſe, by diſburiing their money, and excrci- 
ſing their places, and afterward ( when God had 
ceaſed his hand,& they given him condigne thanks 
for his mercy) chey then ſolacing themſelues in the 
pleaſant ſhades, mji2ht thanke God for his preſervation, 
and their recreation with a ſafe conſcience. But #o 
thanke God for his Connivency in their naturall cour- 
ſes (except for his mercy that therein they be not 
conſumed)is falſe fire,andiavors more of the Kitchins 
then the Conſcience. Let them thanke their Coach- 
horſes, for 1 hane fo fed their Maſters ( for the moſt 
part) chat am ſbre they conld never haue gotten 
halfe ſo farre without them, -: 
But the higher my childrens groanes riſe,the more 
Tlooke about me, and the more helpe I till miſle, 
Where be my Chyrurgions now, that can mortifie 
and revive a wound when they liſt ; and. rub over ar 
old ſoare, and picke many a pound out of t1e paring of 4 
mars toe, that can ſcarrifie agreene wound, and caute= 
rizeanold one ? Where is the ayde I ſhould haue of 
theſe skilfull men 2 Theſe are ſhivers in their kind : 
bur at this cime they had rather carue at a Capon, or 
Anitamize a Rabbet, then Lance a ſoare,and doe their 
dutie ut of ag00d Conſcience totheir ficke Mother, If 
4 143 that is hanged fallto their ſhare, who but they 
D 2 to - 
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to cut a1dearue! but ro what purpoſe thinke you ? 
As the Pricft did of old, Pedtoribus inhians [pirantia 
conſulit exta, gape vpon his gutts, and then make 
good cheare for their owne. Theſe have thetermes 
of Arcexplained,the ſecrers of Nature opened, but to 
what purpole,ifir be done to admiration rather then 
operation ; and to ſhew the worke of Nature,and yet 
not co helpe Nature ? For now I ſtand in neede, Iam 
poaſted from the Phyſatian tothe Chyrnrgion, by the 
Chyrurgionleft tothe Barber; where,it Iwill waſ#,anud 
be gon,and (o forth, / may, hecan doe no more, 

But I did ſuppoſe, that my Phyſztians would nor 
have ſtirred. Men that hauc Az!:dotes 4t command, E- 
leftuaries, Pomanders,and what not, whole Apother- 
ries ſhoppes full of Conceits and Receipts, to keepe all the 
Cinque-Ports of mans bodie ixviolable. Or if a man be 
ſicke, they can, or who can (vnder God)re/{aure na- 
tare, and reſtore health? T hey haue many Pewaers and 
Antidotes for other men, or for their mony,but none 
ro ſtrengthen their owne beart, ſo much as to ſtay in 
a Cittie where the Plegue is. To theſe men belongs 
chat ſaying, Luk.4. 23. Medice cure teipſums. And this 
queſtion which was moſt noyſome, obs diſea/e,or the 
Plague: and this demand, which conduceth moft to 
ſalvation;the opinion ofa Naturian, (the Plagwe & n- 

fediows)or the preſcription of Divinirie (he that hath 
ax office let him waite on his office.) If you thinkethe 
latter, hoe age et vive, our bleſſed Saviour ſhall ap. 
proue you, hen / was ficke, you viſited me, Why are 
we bidden to honor them ?Becauſe, ſaith the Sonne 
of Syrach, They be erdeined for thy health. Are they 6? 


the more vncharicable and vnconſcionable they ro 
leaue 


ox Civitatis. 
leaue me in this diſtreſſe.Bat ſince I hane fer themon 

Hor ſebacke,they are rid away, My Saviour ſaid,that the 
facke needs the Phyſitian, nor the healthfull, Yea bur 
they ſay, the Phyſ1tian now fands in no need of the 
ſicke,for he hath filled his parſe,and is gone.Oh ſweer 
Samaritane, ifthou haddeſt done ſo to them ar me, 
when thou foundeſt me lying in the high way to hel 
and dearh, what had become of vs ? Well, had I bur 
for all this the Prieft ro ſtand by me in this Zeproſie, 
I could have borne ir;bur as 4 wounded ſpirit nonecan 
beare,ſo neither can [I ſuffer the loſle of my ſprritaall 
ſalue: I blame not you, that have two cares, and two 
cures, (for you are gone every Summer to diſcharge 
your office to your Countrey ſheepe, and when that 
is done, I know you will returne) but you hayveno 
charge to pay your charges but my purſe. 

And eſpecially you that leaue your Paſtorall charge 
in the Countrey, taking vp your Zirter ( LectFureT 
ſhould ſay ) and yer Zitter as you vie it, making of 
London a Station till your owne ends be achieved, or till 
ſome croſle befall me, and then youare gone. Nay, 
becauſe you would nor be ſaid ro forſake my people, 
you hauc ſent my people away before with your 
great perſwaſions to flic. Tow love wot two Livings till 

ow haue them, but 4 Living and 4 Lecture, i ancaſic - 
taske, becauſe they are not twocures of Sovles,and it 
is true ; for one i a wounding of Soules for want of cure. 


But this may be defended yoo thinke, for there is 


much difference betweene the Temple,and the gold of 11... _— = 


the Temple in Swearing, [0 it may be there is in Prea- 
ching, He that hath the charge ofrwo Temples, that 
* is ſomething but he thatis called ro one, and rakes 
D 3 the 
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the gold of another or two, with negle& of hisowne; 
chat is nothing: for my money may be taken, and 
your ſheepe left vpon the Downes in the Countrey, 
with any Hircling that will doe it cheapeſt. And 
though my Cirtic-children lye licke, and ſo thereſt 
wants foode:it matters not, you have other ſheepe 
then, let the Par/ex looke to theſe, ſay you, let the 
Phyſitian, (aich he, lei the Chyrurgion, ſaith he, letthe 
Carate,ſaith he,and.ſowith /&b Iam broughr to the 
Aſh-heape.Bur if my chiidren wonld beruled by me, 
they ſhall chooſe ſuch 2s will fand to their Teaching, 
and them alſo ; in life and death, ſuckneſſe and in health, 
doing their dutie out of a geod Conſcience. 

Bur let me not condemne the juſt with the vnjuſt, 
There are ſome of this reverent profcfhion, who are 
worthy of double honour, who have abode with mein 
temptations,the Lord ſhew mercy ts them,and to thoſe 
worthy Phyſitizvs, who haue nor beene aſhamed of 
my bonds, nor childiſhly affrighted at my infirmity. 
And thoſe Chyrargions who have addicted the(elues 
ro my health, the Lord remember them when rhey 
are in trouble; with all thereft, who have with me 
hambled themſelues under Gods hand, and adminiſtred 
ſveer comfort when it was bitterneſſe with me. M 
reſpeAfull eye ſhall ever be vpon them, and their 
naines as occaſion ſhall ſerue, exalted ro my power, 
and that beyond ordinary diſcourſe. Eſpecially thoſe 
Aarons, who haue ſtood berwixt the living and the 
dead. In meane time, accept theſe ejaculations to 
God for you in requitall : The Lord heare you in the 
day of trouble, the name of the God of 1acob defend you, 
ſtrengthen you when you lye ſicke upon your bed, and deli- 
ver you not unto the will of your enemies. But 
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Byte would one thinke my Tradimen ſhould goe, 
if bur for their profic ſake.Butche Devil knows their 
minde; thatskin for 5kix, aud all that a may hath,he will 
gine for his life. Bat yer Gods ſervants haue ever pre- 
' ferred his ſervice, their calling z before their owng 
lives, Moſes wenid rather ſuffer afflicFion with his bre- 
thren, then live in Pharaohs Court. Vriah would not lye 
with his wife, nor eate nor drinke unto mirth,yhile Gods 
Hoſt was inthe field. And Salomon ſaith, is better to goe 
te the houſe of mow7 ning then feaſtivg, But theſe are all 
too litle to perſwade you, Lill [ ſer before you your 
faults, as well as min2 ownedefets. . 
| | __.c Vakindneſle. 
Which axe theſe 4. V-acharitablenefſe, 
otter ton 25:inf oc GDilbytnineſſe, .., oO 
Your vnkindneſſe appeares incheſe foure particy- 
lars : Fir/t,in diſgracing me; Seconly,in your Coun- 
trey merrimentz7 hira/y,in your leaving me deſolate; 
Foarthly,in.not paying your debts. 


Your diſgrace appeares in leaving my ſtreets bare, Vakindneſle, 


my Temples emptie,my ſhops ſbut vp.My Cheapſade that 
hath bin my ?/:teCuf»boord, hath ſcarce 4 ſta{l-cloath 
to defend it fr om the common inquination of ordinajy and 
durtie rootes.Belide, you haue made my /avor to ſlinke 
an the Conntrey through your raſhnes,and their igno. 
rance. Secondly, your vakindneſſc appeares in your 
locound behaviour inthe Countrey,ar whoſe light- 
ncſle thoſe Sylvans wonder, as at people more vana- 
tarall then themſe]ues, Me thinkes you ſhould feare 
leaft benumming death might creepe gn your angles 
(which I ſee covcycd along my ſtreers for your plea» 
(ure) likethe {lecpic venome of che Cramp-hith. L, 

while 
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Vncharitable- 
acfle, 


Vox Civitatis, 
while yos ſhoot in paſtime, you ſhould feare leaſt the ar- 
row that flyes by day ſhould ayme at you in earweſt, You 
bewray the weakneſſe of your affeAion ro me, and 

our fellow brechren, your vaſeaſibleneſſe of Gods 

and, and your thallowncs in Religion,cven by this. 
Thirdly, have you not adventured me to the com- 
won [pole ? If God did not watch the CitticzIf I had not 
one Sonneleft whoſe care hath ſhewed hima Father 
to me, how might my doores be broken open, my 
Cheſts ran&ckr, mine Obligations torne,my Bonds 
canceld : you will aot beleeue this, yet ſome of you 
(I feare me) will be ſenſible of it. God continue him 
inthis care, and reward him forit. You hauefa/tned 
your dores with Padleckes, ſome haue Powder to blow 
them open. When you returne, com plaine not what 
you have loſt; leaſt I ſmile at your folly, and ſeeme 
to pittie your miſforrune. Fourthly, have you not 
left ſome of your debts vnpayd, by which I ſhould 
be relieved, never conlidering what may become of 
you and yours; and then how your Creditors hearts 
muſt be turmoyld to ſeeke after their owne. Hath not 
many of you carried away the better part of your e- 
ſtates in money,and /ſowed them by the high-way a5 the 
Lord hath ſcattered your bodies? I could name ſome, 
but time will bring them to light. 

To this adde your vncharitableneſſe,and then ſee 
whether I ſpeake withour cauſe, which firſt appeares 
In notrelieving the poore, who like a Cripple can- 
not follow your nimble Courſers. Iam not ignorant 
that ſome haue given out of their ſaperfluitie,others 
out of pure charitie, but the moſthaue not: and ſo 
the little which is left, is conſumed, and like Phe- 
raobs 
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UVox Civitatis. 
raohs kine, we ſceme never the fatter; for whatis this 
among ſo many? 

Secondly, Ir ſhewes it ſelfe in condemning the 
poore; (that they are fo obvious to the Plague) as 
ifGod had a quarrell againſt none bat them, I know 
they are, for the moſt part, livers, intemperate of 
topgue, and appetite, groſſe feeders; and ſuch as diſor- 
derly thruſt themſeclnes into danger, all this may con- 
ſpire to theirruine, by preparing their bodies for 0- 
ther diſcaſcsas well as the Plague : for' this diſeaſe 
cakes hold on them more then others, becauſe they 
be molt in number : but my perry-fathers haue nor 
all ſcaped it, nor the fineſt feeders,and therefore your 
judgement of the poore is ſomewhat too harſh. 

Thirdly, It appeares in not affiſting me in your 
prayers. It may be you will ſay, that you doe in pri- 
vate : if T had ſcenc it here, I would have more caſily 
beleeved ir : for many of you are gone, where you 
have no Preaching, nor yet orderly prayers, or at leaſt 

but leaxe Sermons, thongh you haue fat paſture. And 
how you will forget your dutie, when you are nor 
taughtir, I may juſtly feare. 

Other inconveniences you have brought about, as, 
diſconraging thoſe that ſlay, they weakly conceiving 
that they are burdead men. Someareof a ftronger 
temper, but yer Comes mn via pro vehicalp eff ; your 
company might haue beene agreateaſevntothem. 

Againe, by your departing indiſcreetly, how haue 
you diſzoynted the Conntrey with feare, procured routh 
uſage to your ſelnes, andeauſed me to fare the worſe for 
yonr ſakes ; for I can ſcarce get provilion from the 

Countrey, and ſo my _ 15doublcd. k 

ut 
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thoſe who by 
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not haue ſtir- 
xed but Rood 
tothecir charge 


Vox Civitatis. 
But though you hane forſooke me, Tcould never 
thinke you would have forſaken your God, buc ra«. 
ther received evill at bis hands as well as good, But you 
have either in this, diftrufted Gods will, thathe will 
not ſaue you, or cls his power that he cannot ſave 
you, the Plague being a diſeaſe of adepopulating na- 
rure; or els you miſtruſt that this Plague came by | 
ſome accident; and ſo it doth Catch tha! catch may, 
every one that comes neerc it. But my Saviour ſaith, 
that a ſparrowfalls not to the ground withourtthe 
will of your heavenly Father. But you will ſay, that 


= you take your flight asa meanes to bring Gods will 


to paſſe in ſaving you: you ſay well, if you can prove 
it. Doe you thinke that God will ſaue nonethar ſtay ? 
Or that he will ſpare all you that be abroad? Idare 
not ſay ſo. I feare you would faine wreſt Gods will to 
ours. I grant thatevill things comming from the 
and of God, may and ought to be avoided when 
God ſhewes a mana gap to goc outat; butchis muſt 
not bethe gap of our own Phantaſie. When God leaues 
a mana lawfull gap, hedoth not croſſe ſome poſi- 
tive point of Religion, And if the caſe bedoubtfull, 
then are we to bend our ſelues to that courſe, which 
may ſute beft with the Analogte of Faith, and notto 
our owne particular,cxcept that particular hold alſo 
in as foll grounds of Religion, as the other courſe, 
Therefore in all ſuch paſſages we are to obſerue, that 
what we dee be wot againſt pietie, charitie, nature, civill 
policie : as that we decline not from God, from our 
ncighbour, from our kindred, nor from the Com- 
mon-wealth.,. 
And 


Vox Civiats. 
And theſe wholſome Rules, my reverent Sonnes + 
have laid downe in former times, though miſcon- 
ceived of ſome of their followers, who willing to 
pleaſe their owne nature, haue catched ſomething 
from them, not obſerving their whole intent. I make 
no doubt, but in generall, and open puniſhments you may, 
andonght to ſhift for your ſelues by removall as in famine 
Abram did zand in perſecution from one Cittie you may 
flie to another, ſaith my Saviour, But in an vacertaine 
puniſhment (wherein none can aſſure themſclues 
abſolutely in going or ftaying, of life and death) 
when Religion and Naturerather invites vs to ſtay, 
it is vaine feareto flie, or els ſelfe-loue without reli- 
giousreſpeA: except you be ſuch an oneas by flight 
neither hurteth other norothers. Or els you be ſuch 


* whoſe reſidence isnot neceſſary. Bat who arevne « je » a. 
neceſſary (ifchey be members of a Comon-wealth) £1: pi, 
I know nor,except women,and young children,and *D;4. of the 
ſome ſervants, or ſolourners, or Gentlemen, who pc, 


haue no relation ro me as neceſſary members. For 
if youthinke the rich men may goe, then hath the 
middle (ortlittle to doe ; ſo that in fine,they will nor 
finde themſclues very needfull:and let them goe too 
and then others ſhall have nothing to doe: and then 
I ſhall have none left but the poore, nor of them but 
onely ſuch as can make no ſcape intothe Countrey, 
and {othe ſubic& of the Phyſitian and the Miniſter 
beingalmoſt gone, there will be little need of them 
too. And forthe Magiſtrate, it will ſcarce be worth 
his paines;he may appointan vnder-officer to keepe 
the poore folkes in ordcr. But a Common-wealth 
isa body, and one member me thinkes ſhould _ 
3” ri 
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Vox Civitats. 
riſh another;buteſpecially ina Chriftian Common- 
wealth, For as 7ob ſpeakes in his owne perſon, « mar 
in miſcry ſbould be comforted of his neighbours, but men 
haxe forſaken the feare of the Almightie :the latter pare 
of the verſe I may ſay with him concerning you:: 
You wereever taught to ſtand to your calling; eſpe- 
ally in a doubtful], and invilible CorreAion, = 
Oneof my worthy Sonnes, a Doctor of Phy/icke, 
did much blame you the laſt Plague, for your vnna-» 
turall ſtarting one from another. AndasI remember 


*D* Hering theſe were his words: * 1t remaineth that acknowled- 


Epiſt. before 


' his defence 
Princed 1624. 


4 Sam. a3. 3+ 


ging the Peſt his Contagion, we notwithſtanding (who 
are Chriſtians) carefully avoyde that faithleſſe and Pa- 
ganiſh fearefulneſſe, whereby we are made tobreake all 
the bonds of Religion, Conſanguinitie, Alliance, Friend- 


ſhip, and Policie. So that you ſce how carefull they 


were, and yet how hcad-ftrong you have beene. We 
doe the Pagays wrong to put this fearefulneſſe on 
them, for they firive to doe the vttermoſt duties to 
the licke, and the dead. Ir is now Chriftian fearefyl- 
neſſe, the more our ſhame. p 

Some of you will ſay, thar God it may be fent it 
to ſcatte>the Cittic, and puniſh the pride thereof 
that way: that is hidden from thee, though likely: 
bur thou knowcſt, that God w/eth to ſend croſſes for 


ſumne, and yet withall to try vs whether we will cleaue ts 
him or no. But you haue forſaken him, his Word,and 
mealſo. Some I fcarc will aske, Why may not they 

flie as well as the King and State,(indeed ſome have 

beene forwarder then his Maicſtic in that buſinefſe) 

their lives are asdeare tothem? Ohremember what 
Davids Worthies ſaid vato him, Thow art worth oy 
; Th0K 


Vox Civitatis. 
thouſand of vs, he that thinkes not 16, knoweth nor 
what zhe light of 1ſracll meaneth. The King is. the 
head and tower: the Councell is the heart of a Land, 
and ought to be defended from diſcaſcs,leaſt rhe life 
be endangered, Belide, their affaires are ſuch as thar 
they may be conlidered off in other places as well as 
here. For wantof theſe conſiderations I am almoſt 
beggered, I was ata /ow ebbe before, but now it is full 
floud with me, but of miſerie. I haue ſcarcearagleftto 
hang on me. For my Woolen Drapers arc departed, 
IWathne ftreete is like an emptie Cloyſter. And for 
Linneu Drapers, London may grow Lowlie, if ſhce be 
not the better. provided before-hand. In Cheapſide, 
one can ſcarce change a peeceof Gold (for a penny 
profit) through the whole rowe. Andif I want Spice 
co make comfortable Broth, I muſt ftay the returne of 
the next voyage ; for the Gro//ers are gone alſo, 

Thus am TI lefediſconſolate, becauſe God hath tou- 
ched me ; and as Euripides, mira giuyu nts ig chenodby 
gidog, every friend ſhunsthe diſtreſſed, but if I ſhould 
ſodeale by you, (whoſe ſervants are dead, whom 
you ſet to keepe your goods) all mightrunto ruine, 

But T have nor ſo required you, nor will, while Iam 
am able to helpe you, ' For though you haue fora» 
ken me, yet my God hath nor, and therefore for his 
fake, I cannot burloue you, and wiſh you wellz and 
I pray God that a feare of no worſe thing drive you 
home, then that which hath driven you abroad. 

But now I remember where you arc, and how both. 
you and hauc becne abuſed by thoſe rough hewen 
andynnatural! 7dsweans ( who have neither know- 
ledge in, nor ſenſe of _ brother /acobs afflitions) 

= 


ZI 


2 Sam.21.17. 


3z 


The Coun- 
treys igne- 
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Vox Civitatis. 
I cannot ſhew my Comfort in God, nor niy Counſell 
ro you, till 1 haue vitered my Rtomacke to them, 
whom I condemne of i2»9rance and hard- hearted- 
neſſe_. : 

Firft, of ;20rance, I might ſay of manners, but that 
you will grantatthe firſt word;or of erseltie,but thar 
appeares plaine enough;I might ſay of coverouſneſſe, 
as hording of Corne, but you are contenced-to be 
convinced of that, ſo you may get my money. ButTI 
ſay I condemne you of zgxorance, which is the foun- 
raine of all this miſdemeanor. For you arc ignorant, 
firſt, of God, and ſecondly, of Gods hand, and thar ap- 
peares,by your ſtrange fables of the Plague,as if God had 


_noftroake in that diſcaſe, till you feele it. You more 


Hard-hearted- 
acfle, 


reverence the Clowds,then the Creator ;zand haue bet. 
terskill in the Feather, then the Seriptare. Now Hypoe 
erites can diſcerne the face of heaven, but not the ſeaſon, 
wor the time of Gods viſutation. Many of 'you ſuppoſe 
God to be. av old pun in heaven, and thinke the times 
were never good ſince your bens left laying ſo many egges, 
that made your heads addle ever ſince. Like thofe Jewes, 
that thought it a fine time when zhey offered Cakes to 
the Hoſts of Heaven. Y ou are afraide to doe good, leaſt 
God ſhould not marke you, and if you doeevill,you 
cry,God ſees not, weither doth be under/iand. Some of 
you I confeſſeto be better learned, by the painesof 
your carefull Miniſters, but yet many of you alſo, are 
—_—_ of charitie toward them whom God hath af- 
iced. | 

How could it cs come to paile, that you are /o /bie 
both of them untouched, and me being viſited, and to 0- 
thers of my Chilaren diſtreſſed. Some of thoſe, _ 
whole, 


.\Qo9x- C1Vitatis . 
whole, ou haxe lecked wp in houſes, debarring them of 
things ne6e(ſar1; and the libertie of ayre, walkes, and the 
Gharch, Some you hauc impriſoned; 1 hope they will 
know by what Statute, it you haue done as thereport 
goes., Them that are viſited, you will not ſuffer to hane_» 
attendance, but they muſt Iye comfortletſe, and dye 
deſperate of all helpe in this world. They whow God 
[mites by the way, you let them dye in ditches, Or draw 
them to 4 hole like dogs; and this (I perceiue).yau 
would not doe, but for feare their carkaſles ſhould 
infet your ayre. Bur if God ſhould ſufferthe Devill 
to haunt thoſe places,. for ſuch. inhumane viage, 
then you will remember your cruelrie, For no {inne 
willaſtoniſh you, but Buggs ic may be,would affrighr 
you. Butl feare, God hath worſe rods in pickell, for 
4 then ſo,though they will ſute well to the know- 
edgeand belicfe of many of you. 

Bur your 7»/ices,whoſe name doth import ſquare 
dealing, would never ſinke into my minde, ro be the. 
Authors of all this diſcourteſic, and vachriſtian dea«- 
ling,ti1lT heard the Countrey-peoplerelate plainely 
to me, thatthey were warned by thoſe profound and 
admired Inſlices, that none of them ſhould dare to 
come and convey any relicfe vnto London, vpon 
paine of being ſhut vp fouretecnc dayes, sþ rare pro- 

. widexce ;and this was confirmed by their or/bips 

hands, ob fearefull warrant ; and publiſhed as a Pro» 

clamation, oþ grand States-men ; Bur therefore I flie 

to Ce/ar,as the woman of Samaria, crying; Helpe my 2 King.6.:6. 

Zord oh King. For |-will notbclecue, that this ſtria- 

neſſe is from hee, neicher can Ithinke chatthou art 

willing nay, I. know thou art-nog willing, that. 

ſhould bePlagucd and ftarved at once. Ob 
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They fell on 
theocher Ex» 
tremitie« 


0h jou Pigans, can you be 1B ciiell 4 Morher i 
Iſ7acll, ts whom the proudeft of you hane beene be= 
holding either for Coyne or Counſel} ? worſe thew 
Barbarians, for they would comfort poore ſhip-wracke 
Paul, and though they miſconceived himwhile the Viper 


' was vpor him, yet they thruſt him not out till they ſaw 


farther : and fo you, when my diſeaſc hath left me, 
will come fawning vp to me, and offer me your ſcr- 
vice: but [ ſhall beleeue youar leiſure; you will vrge 
ſome bald-excuſe or other, for this vakindneſſe a: 


. your lodgings ( which if I can bring to paſle, ſhall be ) 


at the Saracens head; becauſe you haue ſhewed your 
ſclues Pagans. As for your followers, they may lye 
in their chroate, or'any where with your worſbips 
permiſſion ; 7 feare me few ſuch as you willbe approved 
at Gods barre, and bench for this : when I was ; rc 
viſited me. Butif you hauea botched horſe with his 
backe full of vicers,you can findea Farrier to cutout 
the exorbitant fleſh : bot let 4 Sorne or a Daughter of 
Abraham dye for wanc of tendance. If one of you 
have an Oxe-or an Aſle in a ditch, you will helpe 
him our, (and may, though it were the Sabbath day 
1n caſe of neceſhtie) bur you can gine warrants to let 
our Brother Chriſtians die ina Dicch. Your Inne- 
cepers profeſſe Hoſpitality ; and ifa man will, he 
may drinke like a Swine : but ifthe aflited of God 
defirerepaſt,orrepole, they muſt lye with the Swine. 
If cheiy Chambers reeke with ſwnke of Erebus, and 


- ſlinke ( like a dead Dog ) of ſpewins ; that us not infetti- 


ous becauſe they arewvſed tot, Bat if a Chriſtian come 
from me weary with trauaile, though he hath no 


diſeaſe, yethe is kept one with Bills leaſt his breath” 


ſhould 


Dox Crvitatis. 
- ſhouldinfeAtheirftinking roomes.” - 
: -Someofthem can keepea Fox iz a Coverier, and x 
whore in a Cloſet whoſe ſoule already hath-burſt 
forth often with O09 ſoares, and Infeitious ſwel- 
lings, bat they can make no ſhift for a ſficke Body, 
whole ſoule would bankrupt chem ro imitate the 
patience chereof vnder 'Gods hand ; but they muſt 
drop downe wichour commiſeration. Doe you nei- 
ther feare God,nor man that you are thus inſolenc? 
If a man dyc he muſt bedragged, ata Horſe tayle 
tike Heor, or drawne with men like Tamberlaine ty 
If he liu2,he muſt lye in follicade,or miſcry:Oh baſe 
Heatheniſme ; vaheard of Barbariſme; I ſee there is 
noTyrant like ſuperſtitious opinion. If I ſhould gige 
my fury the Bridle, I ſhould fer ſuch markes on you 
in this my rage, as a Lyoreſſe robbed of ber whelpes 
would doe, or ſend out ſome Satyrs, whoſe ſharpe 
ſcourge ſhould make you hid your ſciues. But O 
God thon halt taught me Patience, and I intreate 
thee if I hauc offended in this, pardon the exube- 
rancy of my paſſion, which iweles ſo high co think 
on my Childrens calamity agravatcd by theſe mens 
cruelty. I have now played the part ofa weake Wo- 
man overcome with inturie, yet I haye not Oxut r42 
the Conſtable for he is in the Countrey. 

But now [-muſt ſhew theſe vanatorall men (leaſt 
they laugh at my anger, and rejoyce at my tribulari- 
on) thar though I am greeved, I am not diſcour- 
"aged: And to my Children,that I loue them.chough 
T.doe ( not without cauſe ) reproue them, Iam not 


diſheartened, Firſt becauſe T haue hope, that this 


Plague is Gods purge, to make me more healthic in ſoule God. 
F ax 


Tox Civitatis. 


and body. In foule for it is good to be affiified, and thoſe 
whons God loues. he chaſtiſeth. T hope tis Gods rod nor 
bis ſword to carre& me, not to deſtroy mesHis fire 
ro.puritie, notto enflameand conſume me, 
And this not without reaſon: for, 
Firſt this courſe my God hath vſed heretofore, to 
bring me into the right way. | 

Secondly, becauſe he hath nor given me to ſlaugh- 

' ter of my enemy, nor famine, but hath given me 
hope of thefruites ofthe earth ;and hath. raken me 
into his.owne hands to chaſtiſe me, and I know 
with him there-is mercy, and with my Saviour plentious 
redemption. 

Thirdly, becauſe he doth it by degrees,as ſo many 
warnings that I ſhould aske forgiueneſle. before he 
ſtrike againe, when as he might conſume me at 
ONCE. 

Fourthly, becauſe he hath left me as yet the pillars 
.of my age, to lcane- on like 1achin and Boz; good 
Miniſters, as monitors toremember me, and good 
Magiftrates as Fathers to provide for me. But aboue 
all, the fronziſpeece of beautie, built vpon theſe pil- 
lars, a good and gracious King,whoſe heart I know, 
and heare, doth pittic my diſtreſſe, 

F:{tly, T hope it will purge A body from bad 
humors, as vitious perſons: Nay, I know it hath al- 
ready ofabundance, and the reft will land (I hope) 
in _ awe, , l 

And azazxe it ſavours of mercy, inthatthe poore 
is — him, that isto firong for him (names 
ly this hard world.) and God hath made more 
roome vader me. And if I provoke him not farther, 


" and 
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andd:aw his puniſhments ont longer by d/#ru7ing, 
or preſuming, or for want of repenting,all may turne to 
my good in an extraordinary meaſtre. If my proud 
fiſh were but abated, and my plcuriſye of vaine dex 
fires waſted, my Zinking weedes extriped, I know the 
Lord can heale mein a trice, and- would too, for hes 
wils nt the death of ſinners; and to his Children his 
lone never had beginning, and therefore can never 
haveending. | 

Some good men aretaken away,and many lay ic 
not to heart. I conld not well ſpare them butonely 
for the Lord, heere is ſo few vpon the carth. But he 
will rake*them alfo,- /eaft his Children like prodigals 
ſhould aſſume their —_ in this life. Therefore de- 
ſpiſe me not you of Idumea in the Countrey, but marke 
Obediahs Prophecy againſt them that commiſerate_ 
#ot Iacobs affliftion. And be not thou a rod, helping 
to beate Gods Children, leaſt my Heavenly Father 
afterward ( to ſhew his loue, and caſe my griefe ) 
throw that rod into the fire of his furie likewiſe, 
And ſay not with thy ſelfe, that my Children 
brought ir to thee, for it was begun this yearcin the 
Countrey as ſoone as in the Cirtie. 

Therefore harden not your hearts, but by your time- 
by repentance prepare your ſelues, either toentertaine 
ir, or prevetit it. And howſoever your weakencfle 
hatch prompted you on to vſe this violence, yet be- 
cauſe we are Brethren, and ſo may continue in Loue, 
and Peace, as well as in profeſſion of trath, my pray- 
ers ſhall be potred: oue for your preſervation from 
inward errors; ahd outward evils. 

F 2 q And 
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them, 
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- And you my deare Children, whereſoever you 


are diſperſed, take not too hainou{ly my reproafe, 
fince it is juſt, nor reie&my Counſel), lince it is the 


token of my loue;Tknow your hearts are here, vn+ 
leſſe your treaſures are there, Why ſhould they, or 
we be thus ſeperated, but rather come together,and: 


ioyne heartand hand rogether, and helpe to keepe 
the blowes from oneanother : orclſe caſe the {marc 


; ofthem when they are given by.our beſt charitable 


endevours. I know if all but the poore had gone, 
God would nor haue deſtroyed them all leaſt you. 
ſhould want ſubicRs for your charicie.Or if they had 
gone toq, yet he would nothaueended,his-qpanell 
againſt my walls, but cither. fave followed you, in 
hot purſuit by che way (ide (as he hath done many, 
orelſc he would have waited till you had returned, 
and have begun againe, leaſt you ſhould haue glori- 
ed in your owne inventions. | | P 
The laſt oftheſe is yet to be feared. And therefore 
reclaime your erronious confidence in your flight. Elſe 
though that my heart pant after you, though my 
armes would faincembrace you, yet I love you ſo 
well, that I would not draw you to inconventencie, 
Therefore for your healch and preſervation thereof, 
by ſome good Axtideteagainſt your change of ayre, 
I referre to your learned brothers of Phyjicke : not 
that I thinke my whole ayre is infeRed, or mortall, 
but ſickly to any that comes out ofafreſherayre,and 
more dangerous now becauſe you haue ſomwhat to 
fright you. To ſtrengthen your heart take this Cor- 
diall, Repentance, aud 4 good Conſcience, urged from 
Gods mercy, and built ox lis Word, and well yes F728 
gether, 


A 
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gether, And for a good Perfume, take the Lords ins 
cen{eappointed in Exedus,viz. Myrrhe,cleare gumme, 
Galbanum,and Frankenſence.\Whigh fourc Iggredi» 
ents, have relation ta Prayer gad Brefe (Sion, Faith and. 
Charitie. Theſe may be your praRiie, and yaur con- 
templation-z not to hold #9 your noſe of vaine-glory, or | 
hypocrifie, as, Exodus 30. 38. But tocffer toGodout 0 
the Cenſor of 4 2x4lous heart And then thouthalt ſmell 
it, and others-coo, and God be. ſatisfied, and thy 
houſe well ayred :and then thou mayſtreturne with 
ſafetie and comfort. And if God doe touch thee. 
with the PLagae,thou ſhalt haue the Pledge of his lone x 
ifwith'the Pe/#, and not-mortally,'yer he hath the 
Teft and propte of thee,and thou the proofe and try-" 
all ofhim. If he giuethee the blow of death, and the 
word of life al{o, he doth thee no burr. | 

When thoucommeRt,come with this conſiderati- 
on; for it is mine, and .I haue found ig cfteaall : 
Neither would 1berid of his ward of life revealed in the 
preaching of the Goſpell in my Temples, to be caſea of his 
hand of ſickntſſe on my hauſes. + CU YIIC bf 

. Cometherefore to your old. habitationg,.not to- 
your old {innes : and. as God hath ſwept my houſe, 
ſo deſire him to garniſh it wich vertue, and furniſh ic 
with graces, Leaſt-worſe things happen tome. and y0u., 

And gloxy not in your inyentions, ,ox-worldly poli- 

Cle, or care, but in: Gods pawer and mercy, that we 

may ſafely rejoycerogether, and magnific his. great, 

Name in his holy Temple, And thinke not they. ow 

wham the Tawer of Siloam fell, were greater ſinners then. 

Ka of the people, but unlefe youregent, your will. all, 

periſh. ar Ha, 


Exod. 30.34: 
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Neither doe you (my children) which are here 
reſident, boaſt againſt your weaker brethren : be xor 
high minded but feare.; Let not thecuftome of Gods indge- 
ment harden thee, but relate onto thy wanaring brithrew 
Gods wonders in this indgement, and mercies in this fick- 
»e//e,to his glory, andithy comfort,and their encou- 
ragement, And if chere be any evill lurke in thy 
; which the broome of Gods wrath hath not ſwept 
oy, repent ſpeedily, leaff thou brag before the Victory, 
and ſo God cut thee off ſudden)y. That ſo'doing you 
may live in loue and peace together co your lives 
end. 

For if this Canker-worme doe no good, he hathia 
Palmer-worme ready to bring famine,iftharprevaile 
not, he hath a Carter-piller that vnſenſibly ſhall de- 
voure your Commoniwealth, and the brother ſalt 
betray the brother for' want of lone, or for lone of 
gaine. If that ſetue notto'reclaime you, he hathi Zo- 
caſts of Heretickes, and enemies to extirpe vs,and pill 
vs bareofevery good thing;and ſo whatoneleaues, 
the other ſhall deyoure. Andtherefore prevent this 
Morphewthatbeginnes to ſpread over my bodie by . 
timely repentarice, by a ſeaſonable and humble ac- 
ceptation of this kind corteRion'; which God turne - 
vnto.good, and'fcale vinto your ſonles, thar rhe re- 
memnibratice Hictepf 'may* be'a- ſcourge ſufficient to 

you vpon every'falling 1ntolſinne, Thatyour hearts 
may {mire you, and+you-returne before God 'rurne 
vpotr you'in his'tuſt' conceived wrath: Fall not to 
complaitiihig,burto:compunion;lookenotatthe 
deadneſRoftirading, bat thedeadneſſcoffaith, and 

God (hall worke all for the beſt. 
This 
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This I wiſh may be done when you meete,and be- 
fore you mecte. For as David dranke not the water of *$40.23-174 
Bethlem which was bought with bloud(burſacrificedit) 
ſoneither ought you to beſtow our deliverance on 
your ends, but on Gods honor, which hath coft the 
. life of ſo many thouſand. 1» the meane time, the 
. Lord keepe youll in ſaule and body, untill eur 
meeting, aud after, even to the comming 


of our ou Y $V 8. tt 
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_ this Declaration want Science, 
or that Elo uence that might be- 
feeme me, confider my trouble,the ab- 


ſence of try Qratbrs, the ſhutting vp. 
of my Libraries fo that I was content 
with acommon $ EcreraY. 20% 
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